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House of Burgess: Trump issues 
1st presidential pardon 


Former Sheriff Joe Arpaio receives clemency 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


It was just over 200 days into the presidency of Donald Trump when he 
issued his first pardon Friday. Former Maricopa County, Arizona, Sheriff Joe 
Arpaio had yet to be sentenced for his misdemeanor contempt charge for 
willfully violating a court ruling that ordered him to stop violating the Equal 


Protection Clause by categorically profiling Latinos. 


“Arpaio’s life and career, which began at the age of 18 when he enlisted in 
the military after the outbreak of the Korean War, exemplify selfless public 
service,” read a White House statement. “After serving in the Army, Arpaio 
became a police officer in Washington, D.C., and Las Vegas, and later 
served as a Special Agent for the Drug Enforcement Administration, 
formerly the Bureau of Narcotics. After 25 years of admirable service, 
Arpaio went on to lead the DEA’s branch in Arizona. In 1992, the problems 
facing his community pulled Arpaio out of retirement to return to law 
enforcement. He ran and won a campaign to become Sheriff of Maricopa 
County. Throughout his time as Sheriff, Arpaio continued his life’s work of 
protecting the public from the scourges of crime and illegal immigration. 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio is now 85 years old, and after more than 50 years of 
admirable service to our nation, he is a worthy candidate for a presidential 


pardon.” 


While he accepted the pardon, Arpaio did not ask for mercy and did not 
display remorse. Arpaio is now fundraising for his own civil legal defense. 


Beforehand, Trump did, however, inquire about obstructing justice. 


“The president asked Attorney General Jeff Sessions whether it would be 
possible for the government to drop the criminal case against Arpaio, but 
was advised that would be inappropriate, according to three people with 
knowledge of the conversation,” reported The Washington Post’s Philip 


Rucker and Ellen Nakashima on Saturday. “After talking with Sessions, 


Trump decided to let the case go to trial, and if Arpaio was convicted, he 


could grant clemency.” 


The timing of the announcement was odd. At a joint press conference 
Monday with President Sauli Niinisto of Finland, Trump said the pardon 
coincided with landfall of the Category 4-level Hurricane Harvey in Texas 
because he “assumed the ratings would be far higher.” There is, of course, 


something else that happened Friday. 


“Special Counsel Robert Mueller issued grand jury subpoenas in recent 
days seeking testimony from public relations executives who worked on an 
international campaign organized by Paul Manafort, people directly familiar 
with the matter told NBC News,” reported Ken Dilanian, Carol E. Lee and 
Tom Winter. “This is the first public indication that Mueller’s investigation 
is beginning to compel witness testimony before the grand jury — a 
significant milestone in an inquiry that is examining the conduct of Trump 


and his son-in-law and senior adviser, Jared Kushner, among others.” 


At that same Monday press conference, Trump rattled off a list of pardons 
and commutations of Presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton including: 
Marc Rich, Susan Rosenberg, Carlos Viglani, Oscar Rivera Lopez and 
Chelsea Manning. (He forgot to mention President Gerald Ford’s pardon of 
President Richard Nixon, or President George H.W. Bush’s pardon of 


Caspar Weinberger.) This is different, though. Pardons are usually signed 


near the end of a term or administration because of the political cost. The 


Arpaio pardon is a signal. 


As I wrote in my May 31 column, “They went to Jared,” if I had to guess who 
would have been the beneficiary of Trump’s first presidential pardon, then 
my answer would have been Kushner. Even though I didn’t turn out to be 
correct, I think it may still be connected. The Arpaio pardon is a direct 
challenge to the rule of law and a bullhorn to Trump’s cronies and family 
members to keep their mouths shut. I wouldn’t be the least bit surprised if 
Trump tries to pardon everyone in his inner circle, up to and including 
himself, before this is all over. That is, unless congressional Republicans 
finally decide to actually do something more than furrow their brows about 


it. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached at 


rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com. 


